
 
 

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

CLINICAL ROTATIONS 

 

Moving patient care from inpatient to outpatient settings is a transformative trend for US 
hospitals. Inpatient and outpatient are terms used to describe care or facilities available to patients. Some 
medical facilities, like hospitals, may offer both types of care, depending upon the needs of the persons 
involved. Outpatient care refers to services offered to an individual that does not involve an overnight 
stay in a medical facility. The typical visit to a doctor’s office is outpatient, but so is a surgery in a hospital 
where the patient returns home the same day. An inpatient is a patient who must be hospitalized for at 
least one night in order to receive medical treatment. Inpatients are often in the hospital for surgical 
procedures, or for monitoring after accidents or serious medical events, which compromised their health 
in some way.  
 
Anesthesiology  
The Anesthesiology elective is designed to give the medical student the opportunity to observe and 
participate in the administration of operative anesthesia and the diagnosis and management of chronic 
pain syndromes. The student will participate in the administration of inhalation and conduction 
anesthesia and the use of diagnostic and therapeutic regional anesthetic techniques. The student will 
learn principles of preoperative evaluation, and the physiological and pharmacological management of 
the patient undergoing surgery. 
 
Emergency Medicine 
This rotation is intended to make the student familiar with the wide range of clinical conditions, minor to 
major which are responsible for the patient seeking care at an Emergency Room. The student will practice 
skills in the recognition and management of acute life‐threatening conditions and exacerbation of serious 
disease in a strictly supervised setting. This rotation is entirely in a hospital setting.  
 
Family Medicine 
Students participating in this rotation follow the patients of their assigned physicians, observing and 
performing history‐taking and physical examination. Together with their attending physicians, students 
formulate diagnostic and therapeutic plans. Physical examination procedures and outpatient 
management techniques are emphasized. Students are expected to attend all departmental rounds and 
activities and are assigned selected readings from textbooks and journals. This rotation takes place in 
physician’s offices and multiple hospitals. This rotation is mostly outpatient.  
 
Internal Medicine 
This rotation takes place in outpatient and inpatient settings. It is intended to make the students familiar 
with a wide range of medical specialties, these may include general medicine, internal medicine, critical 
care, geriatrics, psychiatry among others. Students will have the responsibility of following a panel of 
patients. Responsibilities will include admission histories and physicals, daily exams and the tracking of 
clinical data. This rotation may require students to be on call.  

 



 
 Cardiology 

The Cardiology rotation improves the students understanding of the pathophysiology of common 
cardiovascular diseases, the evaluation of acute and chronic cardiac disorders, appropriate history 
and physical exam, indications for invasive and non‐invasive studies, EKG interpretation, 
differential diagnosis and first line treatment of prevalent cardiovascular disorders. Emphasis will 
be placed on prevention. This rotation takes place in physician’s offices and multiple hospitals. 
This rotation is mostly outpatient. 
 
Critical Care 
The critical care rotation is intended to make the student familiar with the principles of critical 
care medicine and evaluation and treatment of critically ill patients. Critical illness does not 
respect socioeconomic boundaries, however, many critically ill patients do present with 
additional complications of substance abuse or lack of timely medical care. Ethical issues 
concerning the intensity of care are often encountered. The appropriate environmental 
precautions and hazards are frequently discussed when isolation of patients is required. Aspects 
of care unique to the intensive care unit are also emphasized. This rotation is entirely in a hospital 
setting.   
 
Dermatology 
This course is designed to give the student exposure to clinical dermatology including the 
diagnosis and management of common skin diseases seen in general practice. Most of the 
teaching and learning will be accomplished by daily patient care activities. Upon completion of 
this elective, the student will know the clinical features of the most commonly encountered skin 
diseases and will be familiar with the modalities available for their management. This rotation is 
entirely outpatient 
 
Endocrinology 
Students will see patients in the adult out‐patient setting as well as inpatient consultation service. 
Patient seen in consultation will be followed until the consultation is signed off. There will be topic 
presentations during the week and case discussions. This rotation is mostly outpatient. Visits to 
hospitals may occur for consultation service.  
 
Gastroenterology 
This course includes inpatient and outpatient gastroenterology. Throughout the rotation students 
will be assuming primary responsibility of patients under the supervision of gastroenterology 
attending. The course will concentrate in teaching students how to interpret clinical information 
and develop therapeutic decision making. This rotation takes place at ambulatory care site for 
special procedures, physician offices, and at times hospitals for consultation service.  
 
Hematology/Oncology 
This rotation is intended to prepare students to learn a basic approach to evaluation, diagnosis, 
staging and treatment of patients with blood diseases and cancer, students will improve physical 
diagnosis skills focused on recognition of disorders, recognition of complications of disease and 
therapeutic issues. The rotation takes place at physician offices and hospitals for consultation 
services.  
 
Hospitalist 
This rotation, entirely in a hospital setting, is intended to make the students familiar with a wide 
range of medical specialties, these may include general medicine, internal medicine, critical care, 
geriatrics, psychiatry among others. Students will have the responsibility of following a panel of 



patients. Responsibilities will include admission histories and physicals, daily exams and the 
tracking of clinical data. This rotation may require students to be on call.  

  
 
Infectious Disease 
This rotation is intended to prepare students to obtain under direct supervision of an infectious 
disease faculty the necessary diagnostic and therapeutic skills to effectively care for in patients 
with infectious disorders from the surgical, transplant, intensive care, OB/GYN, 
hematologic/oncologic and general medicine services. This rotation takes place at physician 
offices, Department of Health, and may have hospital visits for consultation services.  
 
Nephrology 
This rotation offers students the opportunity to learn about the diseases of the kidney and 
become more skilled in their management. Students will participate in the care of patients with 
medical renal disease that are seen in the office and also on the renal consult service in hospitals 
if applicable. This rotation may include dialysis centers.  

 
Pulmonology 
Students will be exposed to the importance and value of pulmonary function testing in the 
diagnosis and follow‐up of acute and chronic pulmonary problems, interpretation of blood gases, 
and the assessment and management of patients seen in the division. Special emphasis will be 
placed on the understanding by the student of the interpretation of blood gases in the presence 
of different medical problems and the pathophysiology of pulmonary diseases. This rotation takes 
place at hospital sites.  
 
Rheumatology 
The objective of this rotation is to improve the understanding of the pathophysiology, clinical 
presentation, differential diagnosis and treatment of common rheumatologic disorders including 
the evaluation of soft tissue rheumatism, acute and chronic arthritis, autoimmune connective 
tissue disorders, and indications for technique of arthrocentesis and tendon injections.  Students 
will also learn the interpretation of the most common laboratory tests used in rheumatic 
conditions. This rotation takes place in physician offices.  
 

Geriatrics 
This rotation is designed to provide medical students with an in‐depth exposure to the intricacies, 
subtleties, barriers and obstacles to high quality primary medical care for older adults. Under the 
guidance, direction and supervision of selected geriatric practitioners, the student on this rotation has the 
opportunity to participate in the care of older patients in ambulatory, acute inpatient, nursing facility, 
rehabilitation center and assisted living facility sites.  This rotation takes place at multiple sites including 
but not limited to physician offices, nursing homes, hospitals and others.  

 
Neurology 
This rotation has three components: ambulatory, didactic and hospital‐based. This rotation will provide 
medical students with experience in general and specialty neurology. Students will learn to diagnose and 
treat non emergent neurological disorders in the outpatient setting, as well as neurological emergencies 
in the inpatient setting.  
 
 
 
 



OB/GYN 
This rotation is designed to best prepare each medical student to develop competence in areas of 
reproductive and preventive health care for women. The curriculum relies heavily upon the national 
learning objectives for medical student education outlined by the Association of Professors of Gynecology 
and Obstetrics. This rotation takes place at physician offices and hospital sites.  
 
Ophthalmology 
This rotation is designed to provide students a foundation in ocular disease diagnosis, medical and surgical 
management relevant to the clinical practice of medicine in all specialties, including students who will 
enter the fields of family medicine, internal medicine, pediatrics, and emergency medicine. This rotation 
takes place mostly at physician offices and hospital when warranted.  
 
Pathology 
The primary goal of the pathology rotation is to become familiar with the role of the department of 
pathology and laboratory medicine within the hospital and to learn to interact with the pathologists, 
pathology house staff (residents) and laboratory personnel. Students will participate in the daily sign‐out 
of biopsies/surgical specimens, review of autopsies, and various intra and interdepartmental conferences 
(see schedule provided). This rotation takes place at hospital sites.  
 
 
Pediatrics 
The Pediatric Clerkship will provide students with experiences in the evaluation, diagnosis, and 
management of pediatric patients. Through both inpatient and outpatient clinical experiences, students 
will be exposed to a wide variety of pediatric patients presenting with acute illnesses, chronic illnesses, 
and health maintenance needs. Students will actively participate in clinical cases, simulated cases, and 
simulation laboratory scenarios. The clerkship emphasizes the basic skills of assessment and management 
of common pediatric problems. The general pediatric rotation is entirely outpatient.  
 

Cardiology 
Students will examine patients admitted to the hospital, make daily rounds on all patients on the 
cardiologist's service, assist and observe the management of cardiac patients in an outpatient 
setting. This rotation is entirely outpatient.  

 
Gastroenterology 
Students and residents will perform routine histories and physical examinations on all 
gastroenterology patients with emphasis on clinical diagnosis and treatment. They will be 
expected to have an active role in the management of G.I. patients in both inpatient and 
outpatient settings. 
 
Infectious Disease 
Students will examine patients admitted to the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Unit, write daily 
entries into the medical record, develop plans for care, enter orders into the medical record, make 
daily rounds on all patients, assist and observe the management of patients in an intensive care 
setting.  Students will participate in all academic activities. 
 
Nephrology 
Students will participate in the evaluation and management of children with renal diseases. They 
will do so by performing history and physical examination, evaluating the laboratory data 
obtained, and formulating a therapeutic plan once all the data is analyzed. Student will participate 
at conferences in which the pathology of the patients will be discussed. 

http://www.mch.com/page/EN/251/Medical-Services/Gastroenterology.aspx


 
Neonatology 
In this rotation students examine patients admitted to the Pediatric Neonatology Unit, develop 
plans for care, enter orders into the medical record, make daily rounds on all patients, assist and 
observe the management of patients in a neonatal intensive inpatient care setting.  
 
Pulmonology 
Students will be exposed to the importance and value of pulmonary function testing in the 
diagnosis and follow‐up of acute and chronic pulmonary problems, interpretation of blood gases, 
and the assessment and management of patients seen in the division. Special emphasis will be 
placed on the understanding by the student of the interpretation of blood gases in the presence 
of different medical problems and the pathophysiology of pulmonary diseases. Emphasis in 
clinical aspects of asthma, BPD, Cystic Fibrosis will be implemented.  
 

 Sleep Medicine 
This rotation ensures that students are trained in all relevant areas of sleep medicine. These 
include, but are not limited to evaluating, diagnosing and comprehensively treating patients with 
sleep and circadian rhythm disorders, as well as those medical, neurological, and psychiatric 
disorders that may present with sleep‐related complaints in both the inpatient and outpatient 
settings. 

 
Psychiatry  
This elective will introduce students to general and specialty psychiatry and allows students to develop 
competencies in diagnosing and treating psychiatric disorders. The structure of the elective ensures that 
students receive exposure to different clinical practice settings, inpatient, outpatient, and community 
psychiatry services. This rotation takes place in hospitals. The student must be exposed to adult and 
adolescent patients. Students need to arrange transportation to sites.  
 
Radiology 
This rotation gives you a wide variety of instructional opportunities covering diagnosis of diseases that 
vary from the commonplace to the unique, with modalities and techniques ranging from the traditional 
to state‐of the‐art innovations. This rotation takes place at several sites including inpatient hospital, 
outpatient sites. This rotation may include teleradiology.  
 
Research 
This rotation develops the student’s competencies needed to do research as a lead investigator or as a 
co‐lead investigator (LI and Co‐LI)* with a focused, systematic, first‐hand experience in research. The 
course provides students with the opportunity to be exposed, supported, and guaranteed, within current 
resources, the completion of a research project in a role that very closely resembles the role of a primary 
investigator or first author researcher. This rotation takes place on the campus of the Herbert Wertheim 
College of Medicine.  
 
 
Surgery 
 General Surgery 

This clerkship will provide students with experience in the recognition and management of 
surgical disease and in basic surgical techniques. During this clerkship students will develop 
understanding of the scientific basis of surgical diseases and disorders. Students will then learn to 
perform assessments and develop differential diagnoses for these surgical presentations. 
Students will learn through participating in preoperative care, operative procedures, outpatient 



surgery clinics and didactic experiences on management of surgical diseases. Upon completion of 
the surgery clerkship, students will also fully understand norms of professional behavior by 
working effectively with patients and families as a member of the health care team. This rotation 
takes place in hospital settings and ambulatory surgery centers.  
 

 Sub I Surgery 
This course is designed for students who desire to obtain a greater in‐depth experience in general 
surgery or who are seriously considering surgery as a possible career choice. It serves as an 
exploratory path for a planned career in general surgery or other surgical sub‐specialties.  In this 
role, the subintern will have more responsibilities than of a clerkship student. The student will, in 
general, function as a junior intern and will be given responsibility commensurate with his/her 
background and ability. The students will examine patients, assist in surgery, participate in post‐
operative care and will also be encouraged to develop their clinical and technical skills.  This 
rotation takes place at several hospital sites and outpatient surgical sites. This rotation takes place 
in hospital settings and ambulatory surgery centers.  
 

 Plastic Surgery 
The rotation offers a broad exposure to the many different clinical facets of plastic surgery. 
Students will meet and work with faculty. The students will work as members of the clinical teams 
and participate in the clinical care of plastic surgery patients. This rotation takes place at 
ambulatory surgery sites.  
 
Pain Management  
Students will be under the direct supervision of an attending. This rotation will provide them with 
exposure to the evaluation and management of acute and chronic pain including but not limited 
to: upper and lower back pain, chronic arthritis, disk disease, radicular and neuropathic pain 
syndromes and pin associated with malignancy. Students will also get an understanding of 
common procedures used in pain management. This rotation takes place solely at a Pain 
Management clinic (outpatient). 
 

 
  
Note: Consultation service and hospital visits may take place at several sites during the rotation cycle.  
Students need to arrange transportation to sites.  
 
 


