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ECFMG® Developing GEMx – A Service to Facilitate and Promote International Exchange 
in Medical Education 
 
 PHILADELPHIA, UNITED STATES — The Educational Commission for Foreign 

Medical Graduates (ECFMG) is collaborating with members of the international medical 

education community to develop the Global Education in Medicine Exchange (GEMx), an 

exciting new service to facilitate and promote international exchange in medical education. 

 GEMx will allow medical schools to promote their electives to students around the world, 

and to establish strong relationships with other schools to provide students with a wide range of 

high-quality international educational opportunities. Students will have access to accurate, 

comprehensive information on available electives, including languages of instruction, program 

dates, prerequisites, curriculum, and fees. They will be able to evaluate and compare electives to 

find the opportunity that best fits their career objectives and interests, and apply directly to these 

electives using the GEMx application system.  

 To ensure that GEMx serves the real-world needs of both medical schools and students 

engaging in global exchange, ECFMG formed a GEMx Advisory Committee in July 2012. This 

international committee includes representatives from seven medical schools in Australia, India, 

Ireland, Israel, Mexico, and Qatar, as well as representatives from ECFMG’s non-profit 

foundation, the Foundation for Advancement of International Medical Education and Research 

(FAIMER®). The GEMx Advisory Committee met December 5-6 in Philadelphia to make 

recommendations for the development and sustainment of GEMx. The meeting also included 

members of ECFMG’s Board of Trustees and ECFMG’s President and CEO, Emmanuel G. 

Cassimatis, M.D., who commented at the close of the meeting, “The robust engagement of the 

past two days demonstrates the need for such a service and the commitment to a collaborative 

approach that will ensure its success. Medical education is an important determinant of the 

quality of health care. GEMx will promote educational exchange, which has the potential to 

improve health care around the world.” 

(more) 



 
 

 Development of the web-based GEMx application system is underway. ECFMG expects 

to launch a pilot of the new service in late 2013. For more information, visit 

www.ecfmg.org/about/initiatives-gemx.html. 

 

About ECFMG  

ECFMG is a world leader in promoting quality health care—serving physicians, members 

of the medical education and regulatory communities, health care consumers, and those 

researching issues in medical education and health workforce planning. ECFMG evaluates 

whether international medical graduates (IMGs) are ready to enter U.S. graduate medical 

education programs and offers a variety of other programs for IMGs and the entities worldwide 

that educate, train, register/license, and employ them.  

Established in 1956, ECFMG is a private, nonprofit organization based in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, with more than 800 full- and part-time employees.  

ECFMG’s organizational members are the American Board of Medical Specialties; 

American Medical Association; Association of American Medical Colleges; Association for 

Hospital Medical Education; Federation of State Medical Boards of the United States, Inc.; and 

the National Medical Association.  

For more information, visit the ECFMG website at www.ecfmg.org. 
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